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I. INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this report is to support the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and determine the 

magnitude of the runoff expected from the post project condition of the Special Use District B 

Northeast Quadrant (SUD-B NEQ) project.  This information will be used to size proposed 

improvements and determine the size of mitigation measures. These calculations will be performed 

to satisfy the requirement of the City of Lincoln improvement standards for the 10-year and 100-year 

flood events and the requirements of the Small Municipal Separate Storm Systems (MS4s) general 

permit as outlined by the County of Placer. 

The SUD-B NEQ Specific Plan Area (SPA) is approximately 200 acres with current use primarily 

agricultural and is located north of the Highway 65 Bypass, along and east of Nelson Lane and south 

of Nicolaus Road (see Vicinity Map, Exhibit 1). This SPA is bordered by existing rural residential 

land uses to the west and Highway 65 Bypass to the south with existing agricultural uses planned for 

mixed development south of Highway 65.  To the east are a current residential neighborhood and a 

planned residential project, both within the City of Lincoln limits. 

As shown on Exhibit 2, this Specific Plan boundary contains four parcels consisting of two property 

owners and the Nelson Lane right-of-way which fronts this Specific Plan on Nelson Lane to the west 

and Nicolaus Road to the north.  This SPA lies within an unincorporated portion of Placer County 

near the City of Lincoln and within the City of Lincoln’s Sphere of Influence with the exception of a 

one acre parcel Assessor’s Parcel Number: 009-031-028, which is within the City limits. 

The SUD-B NEQ Specific Plan is designed to respond to the anticipated long-term demand for 

housing and services within the City of Lincoln’s Sphere of Influence over the next 10-15 years and 

is in conformance with the City’s 2050 General Plan.  This Specific Plan ensures that adequate 

backbone infrastructure, public facilities and essential services needed to support the proposed 

development will be available and in place to serve project residents.   

This Specific Plan is proposed as a mixture of residential and commercial development. SUD-B 

NEQ Specific Plan will allow for commercial, light industrial and residential neighborhoods that are 

anticipated to be single family homes and will include parks, open space and public streets.  

Residential densities will be compliant with airport compatibility zones of the Placer County Airport 

Land Use Compatibility Plan.  This project will preserve open space for Markham Ravine and 

Auburn Ravine that flow through this SPA.  This Specific Plan’s land uses and street system are 

similar to the City of Lincoln’s General Plan and the Specific Plan Land Use & Street Layout Plan is 

provided as Exhibit 3. 

As shown on Exhibit 3, the SUD-B NEQ Specific Plan proposes a development of approximately 

425 residential dwelling units across 85.0 acres with 72.5 acres of commercial space within the 

198.7 acre Specific Plan Area. The Specific Plan also proposes 3.2 acres of parks, 21.8 acres of open 

space, and 4.0 acres of onsite and 12.2 acres of offsite major roads.  

All of this SPA drains into the Markham Ravine and Auburn Ravine watersheds.  Pursuant to this 

SPA development, runoff will drain through existing and new underground pipes through water 

quality features and detention basins and ultimately into Markham Ravine and Auburn Ravine. 
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I.A Regional Watershed Description 

The Specific Plan Area flows into two different watersheds with the northwest portions of the 

project flowing into the Markham Ravine watershed and the southeast portions of the project 

flowing into the Auburn Ravine watershed. Both Auburn and Markham Ravine watersheds are part 

of the larger Natomas Cross Canal watershed of northwestern Placer County and southeastern Sutter 

County. The Auburn and Markham Ravine watersheds drain westerly into the North Canal, to the 

Natomas Cross Canal, and then to the Sacramento River. 

I.B Auburn Ravine 

Auburn Ravine, a perennial stream, crosses the southeastern end of the project and then under State 

Route 65 (SR-65). Auburn Ravine within this SPA flows year-round due to supplemental waters 

added by Nevada Irrigation District (NID), which are delivered to downstream agricultural users. 

Adjacent to Auburn Ravine is a basin that was previously used as storage for irrigation waters for 

use on site and empties into Auburn Ravine through an existing 12-inch drainage pipe. The 12-inch 

drainage pipe was placed by Caltrans when the SR-65 bypass was constructed to drain the storage 

pond and it has a one-way flapper valve on the downstream size to prevent high flows from backing 

up into the basin.  

The pre-project floodplain for Auburn Ravine is shown in Exhibit 4. 

I.C Markham Ravine 

Markham Ravine, an intermittent stream, crosses under Nicolaus Road, through the northern portion 

of the project and then west under Nelson Lane. A portion of the existing drainage flows west from 

this SPA and crosses under Nelson Lane through culvert crossings, through several poorly defined 

channels to meet at SR-65 approximately half a mile west of the project. This project will use the 

existing culverts in Nelson to maintain flows for existing vegetation with larger flows diverted 

directly to Markham Ravine via a proposed storm drain along Nelson Lane. SR-65 travels along the 

southern boundary of the project, a part of the southern commercial and residential parcels flows into 

existing and proposed pipes crossing into the Caltrans Right-of-Way, then along the existing 

drainage ditch west that runs parallel to SR-65 and into Markham Ravine. 

This SPA accepts only a small amount of offsite flow from the existing subdivision to the west and 

north of the proposed residential sites. The proposed Lewis home residential site north and west of 

the project also flows north into Markham Ravine and through the north side of this SPA. 

The pre-project floodplain for Markham Ravine are shown in Exhibit 4. 

  




